
December 2, 2019 Reorganization and Regular Board Meeting Minutes 

7:00 pm - Meeting Room A  

Panorama Village Administrative Center  

240 Villa Crest Drive  

State College, PA 16801  

I. CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Ms. Concepcion called the Reorganization Meeting of the State College Area School           

District Board of School Directors to order at 7:07 p.m. She welcomed Judge Ruest             

to administer the oath and seat the following re-elected Board Members: Amy Badar,            

Gretchen Brandt, Amber Concepcion, Dan Duffy, and Laurel Zydney.

A copy of all materials distributed to board members for discussion and/or action is              

included with the official minutes, unless otherwise indicated.  

Board Members Present: Amy Bader, Lori Bedell, Gretchen Brandt, Amber          

Concepcion, Dan Duffy, Scott Fozard, David Hutchinson, Jim Leous, Laurel Zydney 

Board Members Absent:  
Board Secretary: Lynn Tressler 

Student Representative:  
Solicitor : Scott Etter (absent) 

Superintendent: Robert O’Donnell  

District Personnel: Vernon Bock, Randy Brown, Jared Jones, Fanessa Harbst, Shai           

McGowan, Sharon Perry, Linda Pierce, Ed Poprik, Chris Rosenblum, Eugene Ruocchio,           

Will Stout, Donna Watson 

Guests: Gus Colangelo, Chip Craig, John Leichty, Andre Marshall, Keith McElhinney,           

Jennifer Pencek, Pam Ruest, Terrill Salter, Ann Tarantino, Carlos Wiley, Morgyn Wiley 

II. BOARD REORGANIZATION

○ Elect Temporary President

Ms. Concepcion announced the election of a temporary president to conduct the           

Board reorganization. Ms. Bedell moved and Mr. Leous seconded to nominate          

David Hutchinson as the temporary president. There was no discussion and no           

other nominations. Mr. Leous moved and Ms. Brandt seconded to close the           

nominations for temporary president. All board members present voted aye with          

a voice vote to close the nominations. The motion passed. With the motion            

moved and seconded to nominate Mr. Hutchinson as temporary president, all          

board members present voted aye with a voice vote. Mr. Hutchinson was elected            

with a voice vote as temporary president. The motion passed unanimously.

○ Elect President

Mr. Hutchinson asked for a nomination for President. Mr. Fozard moved and           

Ms. Brandt seconded to nominate Amber Concepcion as president. There was         

no discussion and no other nominations. Mr. Leous moved and Dr. Duffy           

seconded to close the nominations for president. All board members present          

voted aye with a voice vote to close nominations. There was no further            

discussion. The motion passed. With the motion moved and seconded to          

nominate Amber Concepcion as president above, all board members present         

voted aye with a voice vote. Ms. Concepcion was unanimously elected as          

president.

IV-B



 

○ Elect Vice-President  

Ms. Concepcion asked for a nomination for Vice President. Mr. Fozard moved            

and Ms. Zydney seconded to nominate Mr. Hutchinson for Vice President.           

Ms. Concepcion asked if there was a second nomination. Ms. Bedell moved and           

Dr. Duffy seconded to nominate Dr. Bader for Vice President. Mr. Hutchinson            

thanked Mr. Fozard for his support, but respectfully declined his nomination. All            

board members present voted aye with a voice vote to close nominations. There             

was no further discussion. With the motion moved and seconded above, eight            

board members voted aye and one board member voted nay (Ms. Zydney) with             

a voice vote to nominate Dr. Bader as vice president. The motion passed 8-1.              

Ms. Concepcion offered congratulations to Dr. Bader. 

 

III. ACTION ITEMS  

○ Annual Appointments  

Ms. Concepcion requested a motion to approve the 2020 appointment list as            

presented. 

  

 



 

An inquiry was made regarding the appointment of committee chairs. It was            

confirmed that the annual appointment of chair positions would be handled at the             

committee level. Ms. Bedell moved and Mr. Fozard seconded to approve the           

motion. There was no discussion. With the motion moved and seconded above,            

all board members present voted aye on a roll call vote. The motion passed              

unanimously. 

 

○ 2020 School Board Meeting Dates  

In accordance with Section 421 of the PA School Code, the SCASD Board of              

School Directors are required to approve its meeting dates for 2020. The dates             

provided reflect a continuing practice to hold meetings on the first and third             

Mondays of the month except for January and September. Meetings will be held             

at 7:00 p.m. in the Boardroom (Meeting Room A), Panorama Village           

Administrative Center, 240 Villa Crest Drive, State College, PA, and will be            

advertised in the Centre Daily Times. A motion was made to accept the 2020              

School Board meeting dates. Dr. Duffy moved and Ms. Zydney seconded to            

accept the meeting dates as presented. With the motion moved and seconded            

above, all board members present voted aye on a roll call vote. The meeting              

dates below were approved unanimously. 

 

January 13, 2020 

February 3 and 17, 2020  

March 2 and 16, 2020  

April 6 and 20, 2020  

May 4 and 18, 2020  

June 1 and 15, 2020  

July 6 and 20, 2020  

August 3 and 17, 2020  

August 31 and September 14, 2020 

October 5 and 19, 2020  

November 2 and 16, 2020  

December 7 and 21, 2020 

 

IV. ADJOURNMENT  

Mr. Leous moved and Dr. Bader seconded to adjourn the Reorganization Meeting at             

7:14 p.m. With the motion moved and seconded, all board members present voted             

aye with a voice vote. Ms. Concepcion adjourned the State College Area School            

District Board of School Directors reorganization meeting at 7:14 p.m.  

  



December 2, 2019 Regular Board Meeting Minutes 

Panorama Village Administrative Center  

Meeting Room A - Immediately Following Reorganization Meeting  

240 Villa Crest Drive State College, PA 16801  

I. CALL TO ORDER 

Ms. Concepcion called the State College Area School District Board of School            

Directors regular meeting to order at 7:14 p.m. She welcomed all those attending             

and those viewing from home. With the agenda before them, Ms. Concepcion asked             

board members for any changes. There were none. 

 

II. COMMUNICATIONS  

Dr. O’Donnell indicated winter weather is upon us and reminded parents to check             

their SCASD settings and make any adjustments as to when they want to be notified               

for school delays and closings. Mr. Leous advised of the Board’s Coffee with the              

Community scheduled for Thursday, December 12 from 7:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. at             

Good Day Cafe. Board members will be available to talk about issues surrounding the              

district and hear feedback from our community. All are welcome and encouraged to             

attend. 

 

III. PUBLIC COMMENT  

Ms. Concepcion noted each individual would be limited to comments of three minutes             

as time permits for items on this agenda or related to Board business.  

 

Keith McElhinney, SCASD resident, addressed the board regarding the elementary          

playground projects. As a taxpayer who pays 33% in monthly property and income             

taxes, he expressed concern regarding the amount being spent. The district needs to             

be more fiscally responsible with taxpayer dollars. He stressed that we are leaving             

the next generation with an enormous amount of unnecessary debt. He offered 100             

hours of personal volunteer time and indicated he would recruit local businesses and             

companies to donate funds and services to help cut costs. He asked that the larger               

pieces of playground equipment be substituted with equipment that is less           

expensive.  

 

Terrell Salter, State College Borough resident, expressed her appreciation for the           

time and effort that has been given to the playground designs. She would like to see                

a playground at Delta to give those students play options. 

 

Ann Tarantino, Corl Street parent, expressed her support of the playground           

additions. She agreed it is a wise, but expensive investment. She asked the board to               

consider adding a slide to the Corl Street project.  

 

Morgan Wiley, SCAHS junior, provided a passionate plea to the board and            

administration to address the most recent racial incidents in the district. She has             

been degraded on multiple occasions in earshot of teachers who do not act on this               

negative behavior. Everyday she sees students of color bullied because of their            

ethnicity. In a racially diverse culture, SCASD shares the responsibility in making the             

district a welcoming environment for everyone. As the SCASD Climate and Inclusive            

Excellence policy states, each district school and program should promote teaching           

and learning environments in which all students can succeed academically and           



socially. Ms. Wiley stressed that students who commit these negative acts are not             

educated on what they did wrong nor disciplined in the appropriate manner. She             

asked the Board to begin to put into action methods to ensure that students of color                

are able to have the same experience as their caucasian peers. She also expressed              

concern regarding the lack of cultural education in the curriculum. Ms. Concepcion            

thanked Ms. Wiley for speaking. She reinforced that the Board and district            

administration are committed to complying with the climate policy and providing           

safer, better and more welcoming environments in our schools. Dr. O’Donnell also            

thanked Ms. Wiley for her comments. The incidents that have happened on social             

media have occurred outside of the school day, but they impact the schools. The              

district has taken action and changed the way they have communicated these            

incidents because the community needs to understand what the district is dealing            

with. Dr. O’Donnell will follow-up with Ms. Wiley about the educational component           

and her concerns. 

 

Andre Marshall addressed the board regarding the multiple racial incidents that have            

recently occurred. He indicated the repercussions have not have been strong enough            

and feels that students of color do not receive the support they need.             

Ms. Concepcion reiterated her appreciation to the students for speaking, while          

understanding how hard it is for them to do so. She knows that their comments are                

sensitive and come from the heart. 

 

IV. ROUTINE APPROVALS  

A motion to approve the Routine Approval Listing as presented.  

A. Out-of-State/Overnight Student Travel  

B. Finance and Audit Committee Meeting Minutes November 14, 2019  

C. Regular Board Meeting Minutes November 18, 2019  

D. Culture, Climate and Learning Committee Meeting Minutes November 19, 2019  

E. Communications Committee Meeting Minutes November 19, 2019  

F. Award Annual Service Contracts, Miscellaneous Projects and Supplies for         

Technology Department 

G. 2018-2019 Final Budget Transfers 

H. 2019-2020 Budget Amendment 

I. CEEL Agreement Renewal for Black Rocket 

J. Agreement with Penn State Bryce Jordan Center for 2020 Commencement          

Ceremony  

K. Additional Winter Athletic Officials  

L. Human Resource Recommendations  

A motion to approve the Routine Approvals as presented. Dr. Duffy moved and             

Mr. Leous seconded to approve the motion. There was no discussion. With the             

motion moved and seconded above, all board members present voted aye on a             

roll call vote. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

V. ACTION ITEMS  

A. APPROVE THE ACCELERATED OPT OUT RESOLUTION FOR 2020-2021        

BUDGET PROCESS  

A motion to approve the Accelerated Opt Out Resolution for 2020-2021 Budget            

Process. Mr. Fozard moved and Ms. Bedell seconded to approve the motion.            

There was no discussion. With the motion moved and seconded above, all board             

members present voted aye on a roll call vote. The motion passed unanimously. 

  



B. APPROVE THE 2018-2019 FINANCIAL STATEMENT - MANAGEMENT       

DISCUSSION & ANALYSIS  

A motion to approve the 2018-2019 Financial Statement - Management          

Discussion & Analysis. Mr. Fozard moved and Dr. Duffy seconded to approve the             

motion. Mr. Brown noted that there may be adjustments in pre-classifications           

and, if so, will make certain to alert the board. Ms. Watson confirmed for a board                

member that any changes that could occur would be in the figures, but the              

language would stay the same. With the motion moved and seconded above, all             

board members present voted aye on a roll call vote. The motion passed             

unanimously. 

C. APPROVE INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE (IB) CAREER-RELATED     

PROGRAMME (CP) ADDITIONS FOR 2020-2021 

A motion to approve International Baccalaureate (IB) Career-related Programme         

(CP) Additions for 2020-2021. Dr. Duffy moved and Ms. Bedell seconded to            

approve the motion. There was no discussion. With the motion moved and            

seconded above, all board members present voted aye on a roll call vote. The              

motion passed unanimously. 

D. APPROVE CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION COURSE, SUPPLY CHAIN        

3  FOR 2020-2021 

A motion to approve Career and Technical Education Course, Supply Chain 3 for             

2020-2021. Dr. Duffy moved and Ms. Bedell seconded to approve the motion.            

There was no discussion. With the motion moved and seconded above, all board             

members present voted aye on a roll call vote. The motion passed unanimously. 

E. APPROVE THE DELTA GRADE LEVEL STRUCTURE 

A motion to approve the Delta Grade Level Structure. Ms. Bedell moved and             

Mr. Fozard seconded to approve the motion. There was no discussion. With the            

motion moved and seconded above, all board members present voted aye on a             

roll call vote. The motion passed unanimously. 

F. APPROVE ELEMENTARY PROJECT CHANGE ORDERS 

A motion to approve Elementary Project Change Orders. Dr. Duffy moved and            

Ms. Bedell seconded to approve the motion. There was no discussion. With the             

motion moved and seconded above, all board members present voted aye on a             

roll call vote. The motion passed unanimously. 

G. APPROVE HIGH SCHOOL PROJECT CHANGE ORDERS 

A motion to approve High School Project Change Orders. Ms. Bedell moved and             

Dr. Duffy seconded to approve the motion. A Board member inquired about the             

$4,400 credit for FP-30. Mr. Poprik noted that this credit does not neatly fall              

under any of the categories. This credit will be used to compensate the general              

contractor for a variety of work performed. The general contractor needed to            

repaint pipes and modify bulkheads due to work performed out of sequence by             

the fire protection contractor. Another Board member inquired about EC-157.          

This change is to add power to six condensate pumps in the High School. The               

pumps were not shown on the drawings; consequently, no power was shown for             

the added pumps. With the motion moved and seconded above, all board            

members present voted aye on a roll call vote. The motion passed unanimously.  



VI. INFORMATION/DISCUSSION  

A. District Goal Category: Student Learning 

1. 2019-2020 Academic Calendar  

As per Board policy 803, the 2020-2021 draft calendar was submitted for            

Board consideration after reviewing prior year calendars and discussions with          

the District Calendar Committee. Dr. O’Donnell noted that this academic year           

is unique in that Labor Day falls later in September. Dr. Stout and Mr. Bock               

reviewed the highlights and proposed changes outlined in the memo to the            

Board. Board members raised concerns regarding the following:  

● Removal of elementary spring conferences. Mr. Bock discussed the         

rationale noting that elementary teachers have fewer days in the year for            

professional development. The Calendar Committee surveyed all teachers        

at the elementary level--66% desired to reduce the number of          

conferences in the spring to add professional development opportunities.         

Parents, however, are encouraged to request conferences if they feel they           

need to.  

● Aligning the district’s spring break with the University. It was noted that            

not everyone works for Penn State and is able to get five days off.  

● The proposed first day of August 25 will conflict with Grange Fair and             

students involved in vocational agriculture. 

● Last day of school falling on Monday, June 7. It does not give seniors the               

incentive to go. 

● A recommendation was made for school to end prior to graduation for all             

students.  

Board members requested additional discussion before the calendar is         

brought back for final approval. They noted that these are ongoing issues that             

are brought up each year and, as a result, CCL or Policy Committees should              

revisit the resolution to avoid these issues in the future. The calendar will be              

reviewed and brought back for discussion at the December 16 meeting. 

2. Substitute Retiree Teacher Rates  

Dr. O’Donnell introduced Ms. Linda Pierce and thanked her for her work on             

this topic. Ms. Pierce noted that the district has struggled to locate a sufficient              

number of substitutes to fill all of its teacher absences in recent years. The              

district has had a 90% average fill rate for teacher vacancies for the             

beginning of this academic year. The 10% unfilled vacancies means there are            

days when a principal has classrooms without a teacher. In benchmarking           

with neighboring districts, the district has determined that its substitute          

teacher pay rate is in the middle to low end of those offered. Administration              

will consider a proposal to increase its substitute teacher pay rate within the             

2020-21 budget development process. At this time, the district is requesting           

that an increase in its retiree substitute pay rate be increased to $125/day.             

The district endorses the idea of recognizing the value that its experienced            

retirees bring to the substitute program. The new rate would be effective            

December 16, 2019. A board member asked if retirees are treated as            

employees or independent contractors. Ms. Pierce confirmed that they are          

treated as employees. The district works closely with PSERS so as to not             

damage their retirement. An inquiry was made asking if these are SCASD            

retirees or retirees from other districts. Ms. Pierce noted that was discussed,            

but they did not come to a conclusion. The value a retiree adds is immense vs                

a teacher who is just out of college. Dr. O’Donnell commended the principals             

and staff for making this work when we are short on substitutes.  

 



Ms. Concepcion called for a break at 8:45 p.m. 

Ms. Concepcion reconvened the meeting at 9:06 p.m. 

 

B. District Goal Category: Facilities and Grounds 

1. Playground Update 

Dr. O’Donnell introduced the administrative and Metcalfe teams involved in          

the elementary playground planning for Corl Street, Radio Park, and Spring           

Creek. Mr. Bock noted the update included design documents resulting from           

the input received throughout the process and an updated cost estimate           

based upon the schematic design. Both included the latest revisions to the            

Radio Park playground presented at the November 4 Board meeting.          

Mr. Poprik advised that the swings have been installed at Radio Park. The            

engineered wood fiber surface has been blown in, but has not been            

compacted due to weather conditions. The Radio Park playground will open           

the week of December 2. 

 

Mr. Chris Kircher reviewed the plans for each elementary school. He noted            

that the boulders were removed from the site plans due to cost. However, as              

excavating occurs, there is a possibility that boulders will be uncovered and            

utilized at minimal cost. Ms. Concepcion solicited questions from Board          

members on the design component of the playgrounds and called for           

questions from Board members on the budget document. Mr. Brown          

reiterated the planning involved principals, stakeholders, and administration        

and noted that these are not the final costs. Board members agreed that a              

critical element is to get a range of the cost of accessibility that the district is                

investing in. In follow-up to public comment, Mr. Poprik indicated the disrict is             

limited with the amount of work that it is allowed to do as a K-12 public                

school district. There are many rules, regulations, and code restrictions that it            

has to follow. Based on the size and scope, the district has two options: public               

bid or cooperative purchasing. A public bid would allow for better pricing and             

comparable substitutions. 

 

Discussion surrounded the initial fundamental goals: (1) nature based         

experiences to develop children socially and physically; and, (2) provide          

equitable experiences for all students. The first three projects are a learning            

experience. There are costs that the Board did not anticipate and may need to              

revisit how they organize this for future playgrounds. The next step is for the              

Board to approve the design documents at the December 16 meeting. 

 

VII. BOARD COMMITTEE REPORTS/MEETINGS 

A. Committee Meeting Reports 

1. Culture, Climate and Learning Committee November 19, 2019 - Dr. Duffy           

advised that discussions evolved around the assessment of progress with the           

strategic plan. He noted when the assessments were aggregated, math was a            

success. There is also a role that is being played by poverty. 

2. Communications Committee November 19, 2019 - Mr. Leous advised that          

they committee recapped the success of the elementary and high school open            

houses. The remainder of the meeting involved discussions regarding         

community engagement.  



B. Upcoming Committee Meetings  

1. Facilities and Grounds Committee, December 5, 11:30 a.m., PV Mtg Rm A 

2. Finance and Audit Committee, December 12, 11:45 a.m., PV Mtg Rm A 

3. Policy Development Committee, December 17, 11:30 a.m., PV Mtg Rm A 

 

VIII. FUTURE AGENDA PLANNING  

Ms. Concepcion reviewed a list of agenda items that would be addressed at future              

meetings.  

 

IX. ADJOURNMENT  

Ms. Bedell moved and Dr. Duffy seconded to adjourn the meeting. With the motion              

moved and seconded, all board members present voted aye with a voice vote.             

Ms. Concepcion adjourned the State College Area School District Board of School           

Directors regular meeting to an executive session at 10:38 p.m.  
 

Submitted by,  

 

 

Lynn Tressler 

Board Secretary

 

 




